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DEAR FAMILY,

Thank you so much for your prayers for Nancy. It has been a difficult 3
weeks with about 3 weeks to go for recovery from her surgery to fix the
spinal fluid leak (CSF). The setback a week ago for the infection around
her right lung was very hard on her, and your prayers have been what
keep us going. Thank you, also, for all the cards of blessings and
encouragement and for the Meal Train that Jessie Carrara set up. We feel
so blessed to have you surround us with all your support, and for our Lord
Jesus who loves us so. We will know in about 3 weeks if the surgery did
the job to fix the CSF leak.

A new Target Ministry is being started by Lauren Butt and Peggy
Kushigemachi and is called the GVBC Meal Train. These two ladies
recognized that most people in our church are well connected and part of
a Community Group, but some are not. When something happens, there
is a blessed response to help, like what Nancy and I are experiencing. But
if you are new, or have not yet found a Community Group and something
happens, who will support you?  Lauren & Peggy want to make sure we
are covering everyone who is part of our GVBC family. More is coming
when the GVBC Meal Train is launched.

A new ministry will be starting for the College Ministry (EPIC) and Young
Adult Ministry (YAM). Starting September 27, EPIC and YAM will gather
together for a time of teaching, which will be held Sunday evenings in the
community hall. Brad Toy, College Director, and Chris Koga, Young Adult
Pastor, and a crew of volunteers, are working to put together a time when
the Word is taught and the Lord is praised!  Pray for the start of this new
ministry for EPIC and YAM.

Also, starting on September 27 will be an 8-week series on the Gospel,
the Good News. There are many different ideas of what the Gospel is, and
it is causing a great deal of tension in the evangelical church. Your GVBC
pastoral staff has come together and formulated a statement that we will
be teaching from as to “What is the Good News?”  Some of our
Community Groups will be given study questions from these sermons
each week so they will be able to look more deeply into the scripture
references from which these sermons are based.

I pray you had a great summer. I pray our God blessed you, your family
and friends. I pray now that the Holy Spirit will work at changing us into a
church of Good News and hope.

See you Sunday!

His child,
Pastor Steve

p.s. If you are not in a Community Group, registration will be Sundays,
September 20 & 27. Join one!
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A Very Compassionate Christian
PROFILE OF AMY KUSHIGEMACHI
BY KATHY AISO
“To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all
things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some.”
— I Corinthians 9:22
“But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing
stream!” — Amos 5:24

Amy Kushigemachi’s experience growing up in North
Redondo Beach with an immigrant-single mother shaped
her in many ways.

Bilingual in English and Japanese

Her mother, Miyako, had to work hard to raise Amy and her
younger brother, Greg. Since Amy was bilingual in English
and Japanese, she was called at times to assist her
mother, who primarily spoke Japanese, in handling daily
matters. Amy noticed, immigrants and people with limited
English proficiency were treated differently and sometimes
unfairly.

There is a God who loved her

Around age nine, after inquiring about attending church,
Amy and her family attended a house church and later a
few other Christian churches in Southern California before
coming to GVBC. At that time, Amy was in middle school.
Earlier, she accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior,
realizing there was a God who loved her, saved her, and
invited her into an abundant life through Him.

High school, college, and the mission field

After graduating from Redondo Union High School, Amy
went to Swarthmore College (SC) — an academically
challenging liberal arts college near Philadelphia — where
she could actively pursue her many interests. At
Swarthmore, Amy played soccer, hosted a classical music
radio program, and co-edited a publication for an Asian
organization on campus.

During college, Amy spent a semester studying in Japan. In
the summers of 1998 and 1999, she served as a JEMS
short-term missionary to Brazil and Paraguay. Through her
travels, she was better able to understand how the culture
of Japan affected those of Japanese descent even when
they had assimilated into other countries. She saw how
Japanese born and living in a country other than Japan
unconsciously absorbed and transmitted culture and values
through families and community groups. The information
Amy compiled about her experiences in Japan, Brazil, and
Paraguay resulted in her 100-page senior thesis.

At a crossroads about her life’s work

While in her senior year, Amy came to a crossroads as she
considered what she would pursue as a career. Over the
years, she learned about the suffering of the poor. She felt,
Christians — and the church in general — had been largely
silent about issues of injustice in her own community and
systemic oppression occurring both historically and in the
present and often in the name of God. She felt the pull to
do something about it — possibly as her life’s work.
However, she questioned whether her desire was from God
or largely her own worldly interests.

A friend
suggested
she read
the book of
Amos as a devotional. In reading Amos, she was reminded
how God detests when we are complacent and turn a blind
eye to injustice. Amy also saw one way of glorifying God
was to care for His people as well as the rest of creation.
Through this experience, she received confirmation that
God had placed the drive into her heart and head to pursue
social justice. She pondered, “Possibly God had been
preparing me for this work all my life when I think about my
past experiences, my relationships, and His Word.”

Dedicated her life’s work to serving people

In May 2000, Amy graduated with a B.A. in Sociology and
Anthropology from Swarthmore. Shortly thereafter, she
went to work at Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC). LTSC’s
mission aligned with Amy’s personal values. Also, she
found a spiritual and professional mentor in its founder, Bill
Watanabe, with whom she remains close.

Amy has dedicated her life’s work to serving people,
especially those who are forgotten by society. Currently, as
the Director of Senior Services at LTSC, she oversees a
multilingual staff of social workers who work with seniors
and their families. A senior’s issues can range from a crisis
such as being evicted from their apartment to managing
everyday needs like in-home care or navigating Medicare
and other government benefits. It is a relief to Amy when
LTSC can help solve an issue for someone who might have
no one else to turn to for assistance.

A blessed family life and relationship with God

Amy considers it a blessing to be married to her husband,
Scott Kushigemachi. Their wedding in September 2007 was
the first in the then newly-constructed Community Hall at
GVBC. They are the proud parents of a daughter, Claire,
who is not quite two years old. Both Amy and Scott share
similar values. Amy also related, Scott has a really good
sense of humor which is a source of merriment.

At GVBC, Amy recently finished up someone else’s term as
a Member-at-large on the Board of Deacons. She is
currently serving a new term as a Member-at-large. She is
happy GVBC is actively seeking to pursue the common
good not just in the South Bay, but around of the world. She
affirmed, “God is still revealing how He wants to use me.
Although there are times when I can’t understand what’s
going on in the world, God provides me abundantly with
resources.”

Amy has Amos’s text, Jesus’ life example, the Sermon on
the Mount, the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and kindred
spirits and fellow Christian travelers on this journey of life.



A bright sunny day
greeted 127 golfers
and dozens of GVBC
volunteers on Friday,
August 14 at Rio
Hondo Golf Course in
Downey for our 16th

Annual Golf Tournament.
This year our golf

tournament was dedicated to
the memory of our beloved
Perry Miyake whose love of
golf spiritually transcended to
everyone on the warm August
day. The total amount raised
is still being calculated, but
will be used for seminarian
scholarships and the Food
Ministry at St. John Lutheran
Church in Gardena.

As with all ministries at
GVBC, leadership is paramount in growth and success.
This year’s golf tournament board was no exception:  Keith
Kimura, Tournament Director; Teresa & Bill Louie, Prizes
& Finance; Harvey Ujimori & Bruce Yonamine, Tee
Sponsors; Tak Shimazaki, Donor Sponsorships; Frank
Nakamura & Richard Imatomi, Volunteers; John Nakamura
and Ron Fukushima, Technical Staff & Silent Auction and
Bruce Higashi, Banquet Coordinator.

Naturally, our office staff gave our golf tournament 100%
support by following up on numerous tournament requests
during the past six months. Thanks also to Pastor James
Chang for designing our banquet program; to Pastor Annette
Kakimoto for spiritual support; and especially to our GVBC membership who
generously donated sponsorships and gifts, volunteered, and played in this year’s
tournament.

We can be assured our Lord was present in the planning and execution of
our golf tournament. Oswald Chambers in “My Utmost for His Highest” daily
devotional is quoted in August 13 passage:  “The voice of the Spirit of God is
as gentle as a summer breeze — so gentle that unless you are living in
complete fellowship and oneness with God, you will never hear it.”

Many of us experienced Perry Miyake’s warmth and presence at Rio Hondo
and those who knew him were reassured that his wonderful smile and
encouraging words were with us. On behalf of the Tournament Board, our
heartfelt appreciation to Perry and Alice, Pastor Ron Miyake, and family for
expressing their everlasting love for our GVBC family.

Photos by Silvio Carrara

Alice Miyake

by Tak Shimazaki

Perry & Alice’s son, Ron Miyake,
speaking to the golfers

3
Interns/seminarians, (L) Michele Law &
Diane Ujiiye

Gerald Mayewaki
director of the Friday
Food Ministry
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BAPTISM SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
I BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER, BUT HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.” — MARK 1:8

JOHN CARRAHER

“As a follower of God, I want to share more about him, by helping to plant a church or to go on mission
trips.”

My name is John Carraher. I first accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior of my life in second grade during
Sunday school. Since then, He has helped me through my life. Coming to youth summer camp really
made a change in my life because I learned more about what it means to be a Christian and how to live
my life following Him. Now I try to read my Bible every day when I can and pray.

THOMAS FUJIMOTO

“God has taught me to always love and trust Him everywhere I go through the teachers and staff and
through the messages and Bible stories at Vacation Bible School, Sunday school, and Mount Hermon
which is a family camp. I recommitted my life to Christ because I kind of knew Christ died on the cross
for my sins.”

Hello, my name is Thomas Fujimoto and I’m 12 and in the seventh grade. I thought I accepted Christ at a
Vacation Bible School at Calvary Chapel when I was five, but I now know I really did not. Since I was

five, I didn’t know what following Christ really meant, but now I know. Since I was one years old, I always went to
Gardena Valley Baptist Church with my parents and always went to Sunday school. I recommitted my life to Christ
because I knew Christ died on the cross for my sins and I wanted a new life with Him. Then, at this year’s GVBC youth
summer camp, God led me to ge baptized so I wrote it down a piece of paper after camp. Layne Wakutsa asked me to
do the 101 Class so I took it.  Now I’m being baptized.

JAMES NOGUCHI

“As I began to be a part of the Junior High Ministry called Greenhouse, I have changed a lot. I began to
understand God more and what He did for me.”

My name is James Noguchi and I’m almost 12 years old. I’ve been going to GVBC since Kindergarten. As
I grew up in the church, I have made many friends. Then, I started attending VBS. In the second grade, I
accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. So then, I kept on growing in the Children’s Ministry,
meeting new people and fellowshipping with each other. Soon, I finished elementary school and moved

on. Then I finally went to a youth camp and I was just completely moved. And so, as I was getting ready to head back
down the mountain, I thought, “Maybe it’s time I got baptized.”

KYLE OKAMURO

“I recognize that I am completely broken but redeemed in Christ and as long as I truly believe in this, then
I am fit to be talking here in front of you. Christ has always been a constant in my life and has blessed me
with not only happiness, but also with struggles which I now recognize were only to draw me closer to
Him.”

Hi. For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Kyle Okamuro and I am currently a senior in high
school. I’ve had the blessing of being a Christian my entire life, but I feel like I truly came to know Jesus during my first
youth summer camp back in 2009. Up until that point I had always said I believed in the Gospel and did all the things a
Christian would be doing, but I was either too young or too spiritually immature to fully comprehend what I was
committing myself to.

However, the camp was the first time I truly felt the Spirit invited into my heart and I felt myself surrendering to God’s
will. I remember feeling changed as we drove down the mountain and since then I have always tried to live with a Christ-
centered identity.

Now, fast forward six years to today. I recognize my faith is still nowhere near perfect. I have always and am currently
struggling with many things which, in the past, have deterred me from being baptized. But what God reveled to me this
past youth summer camp was, in all major steps of faith I will likely never feel completely ready, but this feeling is
something that shows me I am.

I look forward to serving Him all the days of my life and praising Him for all eternity.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

BABY ANNOUNCMENTS
Congratulations to Kenton & Janene Fukuda in the birth of their first child, baby boy Landon Kainoa, who
was born on Friday, August 21. Landon weighed 7 lbs. 15 ozs. and he was 20 inches long. Proud family
members are his grandparents, Wayne & Marcia Tofukuji, his uncle & auntie TJ & Krisi Yee, Auntie Julie
Tofukuji, and several cousins.

LETTERS FROM OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear GVBC,  Thank you very much for the beautiful flower and Phalanipsis and for the prayers on my behalf. Thank you
Steve, Nancy, and all those who visited me at the hospital and rehab center. I can’t tell you how much I enjoyed your
visits (when I was awake) and all the delicious home-cooked foods, Sushi, Manju, Hawaiian foods, fried chicken, BB
chicken, spring rolls, and stuffed agé delicacies that were furtively brought to me. They nourished me so that I was able
to do the exercises each day. Praise God I have no permanent disabilities, but will have some home therapy to bring my
strength back. With love and gratitude, Toy Sato

To the loving staff and fellow Christians at GVBC,  Your expression of sympathy will always be remembered. All our love
to you for your support and prayers. The spray was beautiful. Love The Kimura and Harada Family

Dear GVBC & the Golf Committee,  It was a very nice day Friday [August 14] for our Golf Tournament [see article on
page 3]. I am so thankful and blessed to have my son, Ron [Miyake] and myself and even my daughter-in-law Carol
[Miyake] as your guests at the tournament. I want to especially thank you all and the Golf Committee for your love and
kindness to us. God bless each one of you. With a grateful heart, Alice Miyake

LUKE OKAMURO

“Despite this laziness, I have always believed in God and I have never doubted his power, love, mercy, and
grace. And it is thanks to Him that I have all that I have in my life.”

Hi everyone. For those who do not know me, I am Luke Okamuro. I have pretty much been a Christian my
whole life. I went to church since I was little, but it was not this church. I grew up hearing about all the
biblical stories and whatnot that you learn as a kid, such as, the songs and going to VBS. But I didn’t really
understand the depth of it all at such a tender age. Unfortunately, around first grade my family and I

stopped going to church altogether. However, my mom and dad have been Christians their whole lives so even though
attending church on Sunday was not a regular thing for me growing up, I still was blessed to have my mom and dad
reminding me daily of the Christian faith by way of daily prayers.

However, for God this was not enough. I was brought back by a friend named Erik Uratsu who some of you may know.
He was the one who first brought my brother Kyle and me out to youth Friday nights at this church. We went to our first
youth summer camp and it was such a blessing. I instantly felt welcome and a connection to all the guys in my cabin. I
truly felt God’s presence in worship and prayer. If I had to pick the one moment when I first truly accepted Jesus Christ
as my Lord and Savior, it would be at the camp.

Ever since, we have been attending Friday nights — from sixth grade to now and when I’m going into twelfth grade. I
haven’t been the most faithful person in the world. I have a busy schedule and a lot of times I cannot go to Friday nights
or other church activities. However, there were also a lot of nights when I could go to Friday nights or Sunday service,
but I chose not to.

I have been blessed with an amazing life, full of the greatest family, friends, and opportunities I could ever ask for. I have
been blessed with a unique personality and a set of skills, and experiences that I am happy with and will use to glorify
God in the future. Now, as I am mature enough and have started to overcome the laziness which has separated God
and I for the longest time, it is the perfect time to celebrate and be baptized; to publically proclaim my lifelong
commitment to the Lord — the one who has saved my soul.

More baptism testimonies will appear in the next issue
of the Spirit published on Wednesday, September 16.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

LABOR DAY — OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, September 7

WORKDAY
[NOTE date change due to Labor Day weekend]
Saturday, September 12, starting at 8:00 a.m.. “Wake-up”
coffee & donuts provided as well as a delicious lunch. No
experience needed. All are invited to come join the crew
in cleaning and maintaining GVBC!

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, September 12, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. The
Japan Team will be sharing their experiences during their
August short-term mission trip to Rifu Oasis Church.
Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service.
Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor Eiji
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

KEEP GARDENA BEAUTIFUL
Saturday, September 19, meet at GVBC at 7:45 a.m. for
prayer. Please join GVBC as we partner with the City of
Gardena to Keep Gardena Beautiful. Please signup to
volunteer to pick up trash, paint and pull some weeds. A
nice lunch will be served at Mas Fukai Park at noon. To
sign up, pick up and fill out the form on the Narthex
information counter and place it in the offering or turn it
into the GVBC office.

FALL QUARTER COMMUNITY GROUPS
If you are not already in a Community Group, registration
for our fall quarter will be on the Sundays of September
20 & 27 in the Courtyard after the worship services.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, September 26, 8:00 — 10:00 a.m., Room 113
(adjacent to the kitchen). All men welcome to join us for a
delicious breakfast and video series called “God at War”
from the same producers of “Not a Fan.” Sign up in the
Courtyard after the worship services or call the church
office. The next Men’s Breakfast will be on October 24.

MEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, October 3 to Sunday, October 4, Victory Ranch.
Save the date.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, October 12 Columbus Day

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Saturday, October 31. Room setup will be on Thursday,
October 29, starting at 2:00 p.m. and erector setup on
Friday, October 30.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS
Sunday, November 1. Fall BACK one hour.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 8, 12:30 p.m., Bento lunch or bring
your own. Signups and more info to follow.

2015 WOMEN’S WEEKEND
November 6 & 7. Special speaker is Ellen Hong. Friday
night 7:00 — 8:00 p.m. will be a wonderful night of

worship. From 8:00 — 9:00 p.m. there will be
refreshments in Room 201 and the Courtyard. On
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to   4:30 p.m. we will hear two
messages from Ellen Hong, join in with discussion groups,
enjoy a delicious lunch, and participate in afternoon
activity which will be a mission project. We’ll end the
weekend with the Women’s Worship Team. Our director is
Chris Umetsu.

VETERAN’S DAY — OFFICE WILL BE OPEN
Wednesday, November 11

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY SERVICES
November 22, both worship services in the Community
Hall.

THANKSGIVING — OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday, November 26 and Friday, November 27

WORK DAY — CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 28
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, September 16 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, September 13

Announcements

FOR SALE BY GVBC:  PROPERTY AT GREEN HILLS
GVBC owns six individual adjacent cemetery plots located at Green Hills Memorial
Park’s Sunset Terrace.

The Board of Deacons has decided to make them available to the congregation for
purchase for $5,000 each.

If you are interested, please call Peggy at the church office, extension 675 or email
her at peggy@gvbc.net and she will refer you to our contact at Green Hills.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS’ THANK YOU

C. MICHAEL HILL

Dear GVBC and the Scholarship Committee, I would like to thank you all for awarding
me the Christian Service Scholarship. It will be used to pay off some college
expenses. GVBC has been a second home to me, a place where I have grown so
much spiritually and felt comfortable with those around me. I am very grateful for the
fellowship I have had with other believers I met there and it has been an honor and
privilege to serve alongside this church. Thank you so much for this scholarship. It is
greatly appreciated. God Bless!  Sincerely, C. Michael Hill

WESLEY SHIOZAKI

Dear GVBC,  Thank you so much for the Christian Service Scholarship. Your financial
support is really helpful in allowing me to attend my dream university, the Biblical
Institute of Los Angeles (BIOLA). This church has always been an amazing blessing
in my life and has helped me through so many challenges I have faced, notably,
comfort during the loss of loved ones and encouragement for health issues. I hope I
can use my education to bring God glory. Thank you again so much. In Jesus’ name,
Wesley Shiozaki
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adult
BRAD TOY Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUMAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SEPTEMBER 6/COMMUNION

TEACHER-LEADER DEDICATION
Both services in the Community Hall
Mission Sunday

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Pastor Steve Langley
Advent Conspiracy

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Both services in the Community Hall
Youth Sunday

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Right Hand of Fellowship
Pastor Steve Langley
Fall Series: The Gospel, The Good News


